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SSWAA ACTION ALERT
TELL THE SENATE TO OPPOSE the "Secure and Protect Act of 2019"
Background: On August 1, the Senate Judiciary Committee, on a party line 12-10 vote, passed the "Secure and Protect Act of 2019" (S. 1494; sponsor: Senator Lindsay Graham, R-SC) out of the committee.  This means the full Senate could take up this anti-immigrant bill at any time Majority Leader McConnell schedules it for debate and vote. The impact of this bill will have a negative impact particularly for children. The following information outlines some of the provisions of this bill which is causing deep concern: 

1) Migrant Families:
a. Allows for detention of any migrant children in removal proceedings apprehended with their parents or guardians.
b. Extends the time migrant children may spend in detention from the current 20 days set by the settlement agreement in Flores v. Reno (a class action lawsuit originally filed in 1985 that challenged the federal government’s treatment, detention, and release of immigrant children) to 100 days.
c. Give the Secretary of Homeland Security sole discretion to determine standards for detention related to migrant children.
d. Prohibit states from requiring that immigration family detention centers be licensed by the state.
2) Unaccompanied children (UAC):
a. Allow for expedited deportation of UACs within 48 hours of their apprehensions. Current laws only subject children from contiguous countries – Mexico and Canada – to expedited deportation.
b. Change the definition of “credible fear” to what is currently defined as “reasonable fear.” This change would require UACs to meet a higher standard of proof showing they are “more likely than not” to face persecution in their home countries, rather than the current standard of showing only a “significant possibility” of being persecuted or tortured if returned home. Require UACs to stay in Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) custody until decisions in their cases are final.
c. Remove jurisdiction over UACs’ initial applications from asylum officers to immigration officers trained in applicable laws, interviewing minors, and child trafficking.
d. Make the immigration officers’ decisions final and unreviewable.
TAKE ACTION:  PLEASE CALL your Senators and tell them to oppose the "Secure and Protect Act of 2019" (S. 1494).  NOTE:  USE your private cell phones only, please!
You can reach all Senators through the Capitol Switchboard at 202-224-3121.  If you don't know who your senators are, go to www.senate.gov, click on "Senators," and go to your state.  You can connect into their offices through their websites and find their direct telephone numbers.
MESSAGE/TEMPLATE:

"As a constituent and a school social worker, I urge you to oppose S. 1494, the "Secure and Protect Act of 2019," which would allow prolonged detention of immigrant children and families, roll back the protections of the Flores agreement, and prohibit asylum based on country of nationality. This bill punishes those seeking safety and denies our national and international obligations towards refugees seeking asylum as outlined in U.S. law and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Our government should invest in protections and resources to ensure that every case where families, children and individuals seeking asylum are treated with dignity, fairness and processed with efficiency. 
[INSERT PERSONAL STORY, if you have one from your district.]

I urge you to vote against S. 1494 for the sake of the families and children!  Thank you."
